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Rossignol, the future general, and Leonard Bourdon, an xisher
in a school, who was afterwards to play a great part in the
Convention, met and discussed the state of affairs in the H6tel
de Ville with much fervour; but their time was not yet come;
and before they did anything of importance it was necessary
for them to be certain of the capture of the Tuileries, and to
wait for further orders.

Having provided a meeting-place for the representatives of
the twenty-eight sections which were most inclined to violent
measures, and which had sent their commissioners to the H6tel
de Ville, the directory of insurrection now turned its attention
to the National Guard. The conduct of the National Guard
on June 20 encouraged them with the hope that they would
not fire on the people; but the behaviour of certain battalions
was doubtful. It must be remembered in discussing the
conduct of the National Guard on August 10 that, although
there had been since 1790 only forty-eight sections in Paris,
many of which had adopted strange names, the National Guard
was still formed of sixty battalions, which bore the title of
their old districts. The sections had often protested against
this arrangement, but the Constituent Assembly had main-
tained it in order that each section should not have an
organized battalion at its command. The conduct of the most
bourgeois battalions of the National Guard, and especially of
those of the Filles Saint Thomas and the Petits P&res, was
very doubtful, and the leading Jacobins therefore managed to
strengthen those of the populous sections on which they could
depend, by a decree passed on August 1 on the motion of
Carnot. By this decree it was resolved that, since France was
at war, no distinction should be made among those who wished
to serve their country, and that all citizens, passive as well as
active, might enter the ranks of the National Guard, and that
the new members were to be armed with pikes, until arms
could be served out to them. The result of this decree was
that the battalions in the Faubourgs Saint Antoine and Saint
Marceau were largely reinforced by members of the mob, armed
with pikes, who made a formidable addition to the strength